Freedom of Religion

The first amendment means freedom. After all, the first word in most of the rights
is freedom. Freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom of press, and freedom of
association. Though all of these rights are immensely important, the one that means the
most to me is religious freedom.

This right ensures the right to believe in whatever god, spirit, or being we want to.
It enables me to believe in Christianity without any governmental persecution. In many
countries, this is not possible. Persecution, prosecution, harassment, and other
consequences can be thrust upon someone if they don’t believe what the government tells
them to believe.

In America, | can share religion with others, pray, read my Bible, go to church,
and take part in other religious activities legally and safely. I have no fear of being
arrested or hurt in any way because of my religion. | have the freedom to express myself
religiously however | want to.

The first amendment means safety. | am not afraid to believe in Christianity, and |
am strong enough to stand up for what I believe in. The first amendment gives me the
choice to be a Christian, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, or anything | want to be. The
government can’t tell me what to believe or treat me any differently because of my
beliefs.

| am very thankful for the first amendment because it gives me a sense of
gratitude for my country. I am proud that we have freedom and individuality to express
who we are in America. We can believe in anything without prejudice or fear, and be
proud of our beliefs. I am thankful that we have these rights. That’s what the first
amendment means to me.



